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LESSON PLAN 

LESSON TITLE: “THE AGE OF DISCOVERY AND EXPLORERS” 

TENTH GRADE





WORLD HISTORY

OVERVIEW:








This lesson spans the period from the birth of the idea of exploration and why exploration was necessary until the voyages by Portuguese and Spanish explorers produce new discoveries of land.  This lesson will cover the famous explorers such as Christopher Columbus, Amerigo Vespucci, and Vasco da Gama. The lesson also covers the Spanish conquering and colonizing the Americas. The lesson will also touch on the success of the Spanish in the Americas. 


This lesson is first two sections in the chapter on discovery. The lesson addresses the reasons that America came to be a country. The lesson also addresses the impact exploration had on other countries around the world. This lesson is relevant to students because it will help students to connect to their past learning concerning American history, particularly how America came to be the country it is today. This lesson provides a necessary basis for further study on changes brought by exploration to European countries, Asia, India, and the Americas that will be presented in future lessons. 
References:

Leinward, G. (1990). The pageant of world history. 

      Needham, New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc. (textbook)
www.HistoryWorld.net site as a reference for lecture:

http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?groupid=2082&HistoryID=ab90 
CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDENTS:
There are 29 students in the class. 14 students are female and 15 are male. There are 3 African-American students in the class. The class has 12 high scores, 14 on level students, and 3 low scores. There are 4 high reading/interest level students. 

UNIT GOALS
· 1.3 understand the ways in which individuals and groups contributed to changes in social conditions. 

· 1.4 examine how various individuals and groups use methods to diminish cultural elements and eradicate entire groups. 

· 3.1 understand the importance of physical geographic features on world historic events. 

· 3.2 understand human geographic interactions and their impact on world historic events. 

· 3.3 understand the importance of population growth and distribution on world historic events, cultural elements and eradicate entire groups

· 5.5 understand the evolution of modern and western civilizations from 1000 CE to the present. 

· 5.11 understand the importance of major trends and movements in world history. 

This lesson fits with the State Framework by exploring the ways in which exploration affected the course of history. The lesson also focuses on how the exploration impacted the lives of those who already lived in these “new” discoveries.
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

The learner will illustrate the exploration routes taken by the different explorers on a world map.

The learner will place important countries and empires that were involved in exploration during the fifteenth century on a map. 

The learner will describe the affects exploration had on history in a verbal discussion in class. 

MATERIALS/MEDIA:

Discovery and Explorers guided lecture notes handouts 
Eastern Hemisphere map handouts

Western Hemisphere map handouts

World map handouts

Directions for map activity handout

Whiteboard

Dry Erase markers

Colored Pencils

Markers

Crayons

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:

Set: The class period will begin with two questions “Who discovered America?” and “What do you know about exploration?” written on the board. Students will have the opportunity to write a brief answer to the first question and then I will instruct them to write down what they know about exploration, and what they want to know about exploration. This will allow me to see what pieces of information I need to concentrate on for the lecture. 

Classroom Strategies: 

1. Lecture: Guided notes will be used for the lecture. The lecture will give a brief introduction to the chapter. Then the lecture will focus on the different explorers mentioned throughout the chapter and what discoveries were made by the explorers. It will end with a few oral questions about the effects of exploration on history to ensure the information presented has been understood. 

2. Next, the students will be given the map handouts and the directions for the map activity. The students will work in cooperative learning groups of two to three students to complete this activity. Before the class I will have written the names of the students on the board in groups of three. I will place the students in the groups by ability level. There will be one high, middle, and low level learner in each group; on the occasion that there is not enough of one group I will modify the grouping. 

3. After completing the map activity the students will answer five questions that will be on the board about the map activity. These questions will be based on Bloom’s taxonomy and will be tiered accordingly. The questions will begin with a basic question about the map activity that should be answered from basic observation. The next two questions will be a little more difficult with the students having to rely on past knowledge to answer the questions. The last two questions will call for the students to analyze the map and to speculate as to why the explorers chose these specific areas, the answers to these two questions will need to be supported by past knowledge. The students will answer these questions individually. 

4. Once the students have answered the five questions we will go over the questions as a class to determine that the activity was understood. 

5. A critical thinking question will then be presented to the class for a group discussion. The question will be “Is it correct to say that the European explorers shown on your map ‘discovered’ North and South America or the East Indies?”
6. After the question has been presented the students will then participate in a class discussion to answer the question. 

Closure:


Students will be asked to give one example of an effect exploration had on European countries, the Americas, India, or Asia. 

RATIONALE FOR CLASSROOM STRATEGIES


The use of the KWL activity as the set at the beginning of class will help me to see what the level of the student’s prior knowledge on exploration and what the students hope to learn from the lesson. The use of guided notes for the lecture portion of the class will assist students who have difficulty taking their own notes from oral lecture. The cooperative learning activity gives the students an opportunity to interact with one another. The grouping of the students for this activity will be helpful to the students because the high and middle level learners will be able to help the low level student. The map activities allow the students to see the different countries that were involved in exploring the world and the routes taken by the explorers. The map activities also allow the students to participate in cooperative learning groups but assume individual accountability for learning. In addition to the map skills the students will also answer the questions from the board that has been designed according to Bloom Taxonomy for the three different levels of learners. The discussion question will allow students to practice their critical thinking skills. The oral questions at the end of the class will help the students to retain the information by participating in an oral review. 
LEARNER INVOLVEMENT:


During the KWL activity, students will be responsible for writing the answers to the two questions on the board. During the lecture, students will be expected to follow along with the notes and fill in the appropriate blanks throughout the lecture notes. The students are allowed to ask relevant questions during lecture. Periodically, lecture will be stopped to check for understanding. 


During the cooperative learning activity, students will be expected to follow the directions and complete the map before the end of class. I will engage the students in a discussion about if it is correct to say the explorers “discovered” America or not. I will also monitor the students’ level of learning by stopping periodically to check for understanding. I will also monitor the students’ level of comprehension by having the students give me one example of an effect exploration had on history. 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:


The learning environment will be conducive to learning by allowing the students to show their creativity when they design the map of the exploration routes. Colored pencils, markers, and crayons will be provided and will be located at the front of the room on the rolling cart. Students are allowed to express their thoughts when participating in the class discussion. The students will be given positive feedback on their responses throughout lecture and class discussion. During times when students are working individually, they will remain in their assigned seats in rows. During the cooperative learning activity, students will be assigned to small groups of two or three and will arrange their desks in circles. 

ALTERNATIVE/SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITY:

Students will read and answer the questions on the handout labeled “Crossing the Pacific” that details the life on an explorer’s ship. This will give the students a better understanding of what life was like for someone who went on the explorations. 

ASSESSMENT: 

Pre-Instructional Assessment
The students’ oral answers to the question on the board of “Who discovered America?” 

The oral answers to the KWL questions of what do they know about exploration and what do they want to know about exploration. 

Ongoing Assessment Products/Feedback Opportunities
The students will produce two maps with the countries, bodies of water, and empires that were listed on the directions sheet. The maps have been divided into Eastern/Western Hemisphere. 
The students will also produce a map of the world that will have the exploration routes of the explorers listed on the directions page. 

The feedback for this assessment will be given as a total grade with the third map included. It will be based on a thirty point scale which will be as follows: one point for each item that is expected to be on the maps will result in17 points, one point for each of the countries that were located that have been shaded in by a coloring utensil will result in 5 points, one point for each explorer will result in 6 points, and two points for the map key on the world map. 
Students will also complete the five questions from the board pertaining to the map activity. This item will be completed on a separate sheet of paper and will count for a total of 10 points, 2 points for each correct answer. 

Post-Instructional Assessment

The oral answers to the discussion question will count towards a daily participation grade. This will also allow me to determine the level of comprehension of the material covered in class. 
RE-TEACHING STRATEGY:

After reviewing the students answers to the five questions at the end of the map activity, I discovered that the students had difficulty connecting the information on the map to the questions asked. There were two questions that required critical thinking and many of the students did not do well at pulling from their previous knowledge and the information on the map to answer these questions. The students having this difficulty indicated to me that I needed to re-teach the information on Portugal and to use the critical thinking question as an oral discussion. 

The next day, I opened with what it means to “discover” something or “discover” a country. This lead us into the discussion of whether or not the explorers from the different countries could actually claim they “discovered” the New World, since they were inhabited by people already. The students were very active in the discussion and I felt they understood the idea I was presenting. I decided to have a ten minute review on the different explorations lead by Portugal and the importance of each exploration. This helped to reiterate the information missed on the questions and clarify any confusion on the importance of Portugal in exploration. 

REFLECTIONS:


Overall, the lesson went very well. The students seemed to be actively involved in the discussion at the beginning of class about who discovered America. The students were also actively involved in the lecture by asking questions that were pertinent to the lecture. The map activity was successful, in that each student was actively engaged in finding the information needed to fill in the three maps and they seemed to enjoy being able to color the five countries. A weakness for this lesson is that the lecture portion was a little too short. I needed to lengthen the lecture by another ten minutes to ensure that I have covered all the material thoroughly. I would also use a graphic organizer so that the students can place the explorers into categories along with their “discoveries.”  
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